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In an article e n t i t l e d , "Does t h e Bible
Exaggerate King Solomon's Golden
W e a l t h ? , " A l a n R. M i l l a r d [ B i b l i c a l
Archaeology Review, May/June 1989, p p 2 0 34] provides interesting references to the
accounting for wealth accumulated by the
r u l e r s of B i b l i c a l t i m e s . I n o n e c a s e ,
Millard cites a gift from Tuthmosis III to
the temple of A m u n at Karnak. The walls
of the temple catalogue the detailed inventory of items, large and small, and stands as
an accounting record of the event.
M i l l a r d states t h e following r e g a r d i n g
the accuracy of accounting [ p . 3 1 ] :
These records are astounding, and the reader
may question their accuracy. Admittedly,
they cannot be checked today. On the other
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hand, we can point to the fact that Babylonian
accountancy tablets reveal the extreme care
taken to trace even small amounts of gold,
and of everything else, coming into official
royal depots or storehouses, and going out
from them. The precision of the figures in
Tuthmosis's donation to the Amun temple
summarized above, as well as the precision of
figures in similar documents, does give an
appearance of accuracy. The Amun temple inscription could be spurious, the work of clever
propagandists, but the inscription was visible
to all those who were permitted to enter the
temple, so it might easily be checked. Moreover, other evidence for hoards of treasure
accumulated in ancient temples is provided
by usually careful Greek historians, such as
Herodotus and Pausanias, and this too tends to
weigh in favor of the reliability of these figures.
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